ida state judpe Samiiel ‘Smith

d for selling acquiittals; his judicial
ied:as the enterprise. . ",

prostitution and other | | &
riminal enterprise |
nnectedwasthevice :

.they set ot to program-

“”8 unilaterally - disarm, but ...” S0

beginsanupbeat,let’
well.be the kickoff of the 1980 prima-
ries." The speaker, “however, -is -not

Eee| Jimmy Carter, Ted Kennedy or even
‘Howard Baker, but'a fresh political voice

from'the Midwest. The name? IBM-370, .

The: slick-tongued . computer-orator - is

“thie brainchild of two communications pro-
|- fessors éo_cn.:g.n ;ﬁ.ﬁ..m..a.ﬁnm n_.ﬂ...nﬁa to

ol LowentbshF-—tewow,

ragan and corputer: a_« Iy fellow Americans .

Fir e m.io.m...nmM.E.nwvmﬁ.sw......._ﬁ...
5 [ me say that the United States is not -
| 40| failure: T recognize thatit’s foolhardy’

. t’s-look-at-the-rec- .
.ord foreign-policy speech that could

hree “dramatic” views of the world, then -

& m_w.%..g,._z,m.Bom»..ﬁ..anmﬁ..nmu -of the views,
‘Bet in‘a foreign-policy context, these threp
Cnttitndes translated into cold-war, neo-iso- -
Jationist and power-politics mind-sets. On -
the Panama Canal; for:instance, the cold-,
‘war view. held: that the:U.S. ‘ought not io :
.surrender: the Canal -Zorie,
~tionist view-dictated that the U.S, get outof

‘the neg-isola-

Panama and the power-politics view sup--

‘ported the negotiation. of .2 new treaty to ;
Pprotect U.8. interests'in the zone. -

-The professors picked twenty such issues -

.ﬂo,_u._n...n.oﬁqan_ by ihe speech. They culled

“fiewspapers <ind -magazines for °
months, jotting down quotes that
creflected all three positions on-all
-iwenty issues, then transferred the
-quotes onto 60 index cards. Final.
ly, they went to—where else?—
Peoria, IlL; to see how the opin-
ions played. Sixty Peorians were -
rasked to sort.ihe cards.in order of
-preference, from ' those most re-
2 flective-of. their views to ‘those
' least reflective.“Then the subjects
. rearranged.the cards to show how
important each issue was to themn, ”
1984 2isH: Crapar and Shields fed

e

‘the results jnto the computer and
‘instructed it to. write a “speech
sbased on the most prevalent opin-
ions, 88120.2:: -adverbs and
-adjectives. They. pushed a button
and out came the hypothetical
candidate’s carefully -considered
-opinion on how ‘best 1o handle
‘U8, foreign policy-—for Peorians.
**The point,” says Cragan, *‘is that
‘you can take any idiot, parade him
-around . the ‘country - for  twelve.
~months, and get him elected.”
- But the. ultimate ‘purpose. be-
hind this slightly 1984-ish project, -
say the two professors, is to force

public office is becoming more a matter of

manipulating campaign symbols than deal-

“ing with substance, To prove iheir thesis,
e IBM-370 to

write the “perfect” foreigi-policy speech

{-one: guaranteed, that.is, to:appeal to the -
most ‘and offend the fewest.in any given
-audience:*We figured :that if we did the -

isist, - proper - market:lype. ‘Tesearch - and- - pro-

watching speechwriters,”

‘gramied he .computer. o write zspeech
reflecting the. findings, the speech “would

ounding pretty much like the genu- -

ticle:churned. out by a pack ‘of poll-
watc says.John Cra-
‘gan of Minojs State University. - iy

*DRAMA": To begin with, Cragan, 35, and
. . [the Universi- -
i3, theorized thatalia
‘politician need do to get elec disrecognize’

pariner Donald Shiclds, 34;
ty of Missouri-St. 1.

-that.vote nerally “subscrib -0 one.of

little ‘help from their computer.
‘turned.down-—and lost their races

‘RICHARD MANNING in Chisago.

politicians ‘out of the business of

...SwEﬁE,.wn.:w symbols and ‘back -info.the
‘bustness of governing. To ‘that end, their.
ABM-370: s about ‘to churn out. perfect

speeches ‘on - energy, fofeign  policy- and

domestic policy. “When we publish these -
-5peechis in 1980, says Cragan, “we hope it
will spark enough controversy for someone -

to.ask the ‘candidates why - their. specches -
sound.so much like our computer’s. ‘Maybe -
that:will pet them to say what Enw._..mm:w..

‘thinkfor a change.” .

5o far, that message hasn't got through. :
Instead of coming clean; six political aspir-
1ts; including a candidate in'a'gubernato-
rial primary and s ma yoralcontender; have:
already.cailed.on Cragan:and Shields for a.
All-were

DIANEK. SHAH with .




